McCrory Public Schools

McCRORY HIGH SCHOOL
PO Box 930 * 509 NORTH JACKSOM
MCCRORY, ARKANSAS 72101
PHONE (B70) 731-2851 - FAX (870) 731-2574

BARRY SCOTT LINCOLN DANIELS
SUPERINTENDENT PRINCIPAL

RE: McCrory School District E-rate Form 471 Number 976344.

The McCrory School District respectfully requests the FCC waive the requirement that a contract
is signed prior to the submission the Form 471. The district submitted Funding Year 2015/2016
Form 471 976344 on March 21, 2014. The service listed on the application is Internet access via
fiber from CenturyLink to the McCrory School District.

The reason the contract was not signed at the time of submission is simple. On the day of the
March 20, 2014 school board meeting (at which time the broadband connection was going to be
discussed), our superintendent got sick and was not able to attend the meeting. As such, the high
school principal conducted the meeting but did not feel comfortable discussing the broadband
issue (because he was not up to speed on the matter) so the school board decided to table the

discussion until the April meeting. On the April meeting the school board discussed the contract
and it was signed.

It was already decided (through discussions by the Technology Coordinator advising the
superintendent) prior to the board meeting that the district would enter into the 36 month contract
with CenturyLink. The contract was scheduled to be signed in March prior to the
superintendent’s illness. The timeline of events shows the district was operating in good faith and
fully intended to sign the contract prior to submitting the Form 471.

The following timeline will show that the McCrory School District was prepared to sign a
contract prior to the filing of the Form 471.

July 15, 2013 The district submitted E-rate Form 470 856990001137807

February 21, 2014:  Due to anticipated state funding for fiber connectivity the district submitted
a second E-rate Form 470 864880001222934

February 26, 2014:  CenturyLink, the only provider in the McCrory area, provided quotes for a
36 month and a 60 month contract (Attachment A).

February 27, 2014:  MeCrory School District requested a quote for a one (1) year contract
(Attachment B).

February 28, 2014;  CenturyLink responded that a one (1) year contract is not available

(Attachment C)

March 14, 2014 Board agenda published (Attachment D).

March 20, 2014 Superintendent opens administration office for board meeting.
Superintendent becomes too ill to remain for the discussion on the
broadband contract.

March 20, 2014 Board postpones broadband discussion to next board meeting (Attachment
E)



March 21, 2014 E-rate application, Form 471 976344 submitted.

April 17,2014 Board approves 36 month contract with CenturyLink (Attachment F)
April 28, 2014 Contract between McCrory School District signed (Attachment G)

May 15, 2014 USAC approves Form 471 976344 as submitted

May 2, 2014 CenturyLink refused to install connectivity because contract was signed

after the E-rate Form 471 was submitted.

McCrory School District respectfully requests the FCC grant the district a waiver of the signed
contract requirement. McCrory is a very small rural town in Arkansas and only has one provider,
CenturyLink. Broadband access is crucial as the district embraces digital learning, one-to-one
initiatives and prepares for common core testing.

If you have any questions please contact Bryan lowery, Technology Coordinator via phone (870~
731-0082) or loweryb@mccrory.k12.ar.us.

Sincerely

 maad

Barry N. Scott
Superintendent



